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Civil War-era 12-pounder bronze Napoleon. 
(“Sherman's March and the Georgia Arsenals,’ page 12.) 
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At the 140th Antietam reenactment, a soldier is caught 
resting on the morning of the Cornfield battle. 
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Detail of “Sanders’ East Tennessee Raid, June 16-23, 1863.” 
(“Sanders’ Raid,” page 76.) 
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As the Union army cut its swathe through Georgia, 
disruption of Confederate munitions production was a 
major goal.—Louis A. Garavaglia 


“A VERY DISASTROUS DEFEAT” 

On July 4, 1863, a Confederate force attempted to 
capture Helena, Arkansas, but the incompetent general- 
ship of Theophilus Holmes doomed a valiant army to 
defeat.—Gregory J. W. Urwin 
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Forgotten soldiers of the Lost Cause? 
—Steven H. Newton 


“TO PLAY A BOLD GAME” 


The Battle of Honey Springs was brought on not so 
much by military necessity as by political ambition. 
—kKip Lindberg and Matt Matthews 


SANDERS’ RAID 
In June 1863 Ambrose Burnside had been deprived of 
the manpower he needed to mount a full scale invasion 
of East Tennessee. But he determined to mount a swift 
cavalry raid into Confederate held territory. 

—Dorothy E. Kelly 
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12 ROBERT E. LEE AND THE HAND OF GOD 
Lee’s religion colored every aspect of his life—including 
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for a package of $15,000 in Confederate funds. his approach to the battlefield Richard Rollins 


(“Knapsack: Special Deliveries,” page 8) °6 THE BATTLE OF MANSFIELD 

At Mansfield the Federals received a bloody nose that 
thwarted their Red River Campaign. —Steve Bounds 
and Curtis Milbourn 


42 MARYLAND, MY MARYLAND! 


The state of Maryland remained in the Union, but white 
sentiment in Charles County was heavily pro-secessionist. 
| —Edward Steers, Jr. 


58 THE GIRL | LEFT BEHIND ME 


Cause and comrades were certainly important 
motivators for Confederate soldiers, but a more basic 
instinct was also at work. —Stephen W. Berry II 
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The Lee family crest: “Not Unmindful of the Future” BENTONVILLE 
(“Robert E. Lee and the Hand of God?’ page 12) ve ‘ 
ee ey a pee Traditional accounts of the Battle of Bentonville rest 
upon the later rationalizations of a Union general. 
—Mark L. Bradley 
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For some the war was simply a heaven-sent opportunity 
to make a killing. —Mark W. Summers 


DEPARTMENTS 


FROM ALVIN F. HARLOW, “OLD WAYBILLS” (1934) 


R.E. LEE MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, INC., STRATFORD, VIRGINIA. 


4 Editorial 68 Civil War Society 
5 Crossfire 90 Briefings 

8 Knapsack 95 Cover Story 

25 Do You Know? 96 Market Place 


52 North & South Back Issues 


RARE BOOK, MANUSCRIPT, AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY, DUKE UNIVERSITY 


A soldier dreams of home. 
(“The Girl I Left Behind Me,’ page 58) 
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Map Detail (“War Along the James,” page 12). 
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12 WAR ALONG THE JAMES 
In the months of July and August 1864 the north bank of 
the James River witnessed a desperate struggle played for 
the highest stakes, one that involved sharpshooters, 
torpedoes, artillery, marines, gunboats, and nocturnal 
raids. —Bryce A. Suderow 


26 RACE AND REUNION 


“Somewhere in their bones,” declared author Robert Penn 


Warren, “most Americans have a storehouse of ‘lessons’ 
drawn from the Civil War.” What those lessons should be, 
and who should determine them, continues to be a matter 
of considerable controversy. —David W. Blight 


_ 40 POSTWAR MYTHMAKING: THE CASE OF THE POWS 

Did General Winder tell Andersonville commandant 
Henry Wirz to “torture and murder” Union soldiers? 
Were Negro troops promoted to corporal for shooting 
prisoners at Point Lookout? Each side’s postwar 
propaganda would have us believe that the other 
deliberately implemented policies that led to the deaths of 
many prisoners. What are the facts? —James M. Gillispie 


50 MAC LINCOLN’S HIGHLAND FLING 


The Baltimore plot to assassinate the president-elect. 


GAR and UCV veterans shaking hands at 
the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg. 
(“Race and Reunion,’ page 26.) 


—Edward Steers Jr. 
62 PIEDMONT: THE FORGOTTEN BATTLE 


“Black Dave” Hunter and “Grumble” Jones square off in 
the battle that produced more casualties than any of 
Stonewall Jackson’s better known Shenandoah Valley 
engagements. —Scott C. Patchan 


76 “| AM IN FOR ANYTHING FOR SUCCESS” 
The letters of Sergeant Archie Livingston, 3rd Florida 
Infantry. —John M. Coski 


DEPARTMENTS 


A cartoon depicting the president-elect 
fleeing the city of Baltimore. 
(“Mac Lincoln's Highland Fling,” page 50.) 
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Ross Winans’ steam gun. 
(“Knapsack: From the Archives,’ page 8) 
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General-in-Chief Winfield Scott. 


(“What Anaconda Plan?” page 36) 
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Unionism in Mississippi map detail. 


(“I Had No Comfort to Give the People,’ page 78) 
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12 WHO WERE THE TOP TEN GENERALS? 


A panel of historians discusses the strengths and 
weaknesses of leading Civil War commanders. 
—Steven E. Woodworth, Reid Mitchell, Gordon C. Rhea, 
John Y. Simon, Steven H. Newton, and Keith Poulter 


24 WORD OF HONOR 


The Civil War parole system rested upon mutually 
accepted notions of honor, but by mid-1863 was rapidly 
breaking down. —Gerald J. Prokopowicz 


36 WHAT ANACONDA PLAN? 
There is no evidence that Winfield Scott offered the 
Lincoln administration a three-year “Anaconda” plan to 
defeat the rebellion.—Geoffrey Perret 


44 THE ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE AND THE 
ELEMENTS OF MILITARY SUCCESS 


Just what makes one army successful and another not? 
The record of the Army of the Tennessee provides some 
interesting answers.—Steven E. Woodworth 


62 ASSAULT ON CHARLESTON 
The Battle of Secessionville, June 16,1862. 
—Patrick Brennan 


78 “| HAD NO COMFORT TO GIVE THE PEOPLE” 


Opposition to the Confederacy in Civil War 
Mississippi.—M. Shannon Mallard 
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The former Speaker of the House of Representatives 
discusses his upcoming novel Gettysburg. 
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Map Detail 
(“It Wasn't Stuart’s Fault; page 22) 


In this illustration Pickett receives Longstreet’s order to charge. 
(“Making Sense of Pickett’s Charge,’ page 38) 
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Postwar image of General Robert E. Lee. 
(“Leadership Impaired?” page 68) 
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12 THE LEE OF GETTYSBURG 


In this campaign, the general’s actions spoke much louder 
than his words. —Stephen W. Sears 


22 IT WASN’T STUART’S FAULT 


Over the years many have attempted to blame Jeb Stuart 
for engaging in an extended “joy ride” that left Lee 
without adequate cavalry during the crucial days leading 
up to the Battle of Gettysburg. The facts are otherwise. 
—Patrick Brennan 


40 MAKING SENSE OF PICKETT’S CHARGE 


Was the Confederate attack on the Union center doomed 
from the start? —Earl J. Hess 


04 EAST CAVALRY FIELD 
The cavalry fighting on July 3 was potentially critical to 
the outcome of the Battle of Gettysburg. 
—Eric J. Wittenberg 


68 LEADERSHIP IMPAIRED? 


A careful perusal of contemporary sources throws new 
light on Lee’s health at Gettysburg. —Chuck Teague 


80 GENERALSHIP AT GETTYSBURG 


A panel of historians looks at who shone and who didn’t 
in the war’s most famous battle. —Peter S. Carmichael, 
Jeffrey C. Hall, D. Scott Hartwig, Stephen W. Sears, and 
Craig L. Symonds 
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Necator Americanus 
(“What Killed the Yankees at Andersonville?” page 26. ) 
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August 31, 1864, Map Detail 
(“The Battle of Jonesborough” page 48.) 
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A code used by Elizabeth Van Lew in her work as 
leader of Richmond’s Union Undergroud. 
(“True to the Flag” page 66.) 
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SMALL ARMS AND THE BATTLEFIELD 


The introduction of the rifle musket into European 
armies during the 1850s led to intense debate as to 
how—or whether—the new weapons would change the 
battlefield. —Brent Nosworthy 


WHAT KILLED THE YANKEES AT 
ANDERSONVILLE? 

Captain Henry Wirz, commandant of the notorious 
Andersonville prison camp, was executed by federal 
authorities at the end of the war. Yet was he the real 
villain? —David F. Cross, M.D. 


AMERICA’S HOLY WAR 


Southern churches played a critical role in the 
movement toward secession. —John Patrick Daly 


OPPORTUNITY LOST: THE BATTLE OF 
JONESBOROUGH 

Did William T. Sherman miss a magnificent chance to 
destroy a large part of John Bell Hood’s army? 
—James R. Furqueron 


TRUE TO THE FLAG 

Throughout the Civil War Elizabeth Van Lew led an 
intricate network of Union loyalists deep within the 
heart of the Confederacy. —Elizabeth R. Varon 


GIANT IN GRAY 


Wade Hampton’s actions at Fayetteville on March 10, 
1865, demonstrated what a superb combat officer he 
was. —Eric J. Wittenberg 
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12 “WHERE HAVE ALL THE BULLETS GONE?” 
Just how effective were the new rifle muskets on the 
Civil War battlefield? —Brent Nosworthy 


26 THE CAVALRY FIGHT IN ALSOP’S FIELD 
On the night of April 30, 1863, a small Union cavalry 
regiment acquitted itself well against Jeb Stuart’s 
“The Skirmish Line” horsemen—but at great cost. —Eric J. Wittenberg 


(“Where Have All the Bullets Gone?” page 12) 
; 36 ON THE BRINK OF CIVIL WAR 


The Compromise of 1850 was an attempt to resolve the 
sectional issues that were all too obviously rending the 
republic. —John C. Waugh 


92 THE MAKING OF “COLD MOUNTAIN” 


A prize-winning novel, a gifted director, and expert 
historical advisors come together to create a movie 
worth seeing. —Patrick Brennan 


60 VICKSBURG: MYTHS AND REALITIES 
The fall of Vicksburg to Grant’s army in July 1863 is 
widely credited with hastening the fall of the 
Confederacy. But did it? —Albert Castel 
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; Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky 5 cd ” 
(“On the Brink of Civil War” page 36) 68 “I WILL DIE LIKE A MAN c 
—-_ . In May 1865 the life of accused guerrilla Thomas 
Martin hung in the balance.... —James M. Prichard 


74 THE BURNING OF DONIPHAN 


Nowhere was the internecine nature of the Civil War 
more clearly demonstrated than in Missouri, where 
neighbor turned on neighbor and atrocity was often the 
order of the day. —Kirby Ross 
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Map Detail: September 19, 1863 
(“The Burning of Doniphan” page 74) 
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